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11. Summary of the  new findings of the thesis: 

(1) Research and systematize the scientific and practical basis of environmental indicators and climate change indicators and the process to integrating these indicators into the approved master plan of socio-economic development in order to improve efficiency of environmental protection and climate change adaptation, towards sustainable development; (2) To propose specific objectives for 14 environment and climate change indicators and 5-step integrated process into the approved master plan of socio-economic development of Ha Tinh; (3) For the first time, application of the set of indicators and the process to integrating environment and climate change issues into the approved master plan of socio-economic development of Ha Tinh province until 2020, as follows:

- The practical basis for integratation of the environment and climate change issues into the approved master plan of socio-economic development of Ha Tinh is the result of analysis, evaluation of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and challenges for the integration. The calculation result of 22 sustainable development indicators shows that the sustainable development level of Ha Tinh ranges at the average point in comparision with northwest provinces, and remaining inconsiderable movement since the implementation of the provincial master plan. The environmental targets set out in the master plan are not fully appropriate and most of these targets are underachieved in practice. 

- The indicator set integrating environment and climate change issues into the master plan of socio-economic development includes 14 indicators under 4 content groups, they are: environmental pollution control, biodiversity conservation, climate change adaptation and resilience, capacity building in  state management of the environment and climate change. They can be the basis for determining the targets relating to environmental protection and climate change adaptation  as well as for evaluating the effectiveness of integrating environment and climate change issues into the masterplan of socio-economic development. 
- The process of integrating environment and climate change issues into the provincial masterplan of socio-economic development which is applied to provinces under implementation of master plan includes 5 steps: (1) screening the environment and climate change issues to be integrated; (2) assessing the implementation of the environment and climate change related contents in existed plans; (3) propose the integration made in the next stage; (4) identify integrated resources; (5) monitor and evaluate the integration implementation. Apply the integration process for Ha Tinh province whose master plan has been approved and implemented showing that the proposed contents are appropriate and practical, ensuring environmental protection and climate change adaptation of the province. In the process of integration, it is necessary to take into account the level of interest and engagement of 18 stakeholders. At the same time, the allocation of resources for integration also need to be considered, such as implementation time, financial and human resources to ensure the effectiveness of the implementation.

12. Practical applicability

The integration of environmental protection and climate change adaptation into the master plan of Ha Tinh province is conducted on the basis of the reality of natural, economic, social and environmental conditions of Ha Tinh so, feasible to apply. To promote efficiency in practice, it should be legalized in the regulations and applied in Ha Tinh.

Because most of the provinces are evaluating the implementation of the socio-economic development master plans, that studying and integrating environment and climate change issues into the approved provincial master plan of socio-economic development, especially to the provinces with the context similar to Ha Tinh is essential in order to strengthen and further improve the environmental protection and climate change resilience, enhancing socio-economic development, towads  sustainable development. 
13. Further research directions:

To improve the efficiency of the integration, it is necessary to carry out more in-depth researches on some related contents before application in other provinces, such as: predictions new emerging environment and  climate change issues arising in the future; assessment of the vulnerable level caused by the impact of climate change; research on effective tools for integration.
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